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Lee, Rushmore Forge Ahead in North Dakota Acreage1
By C. J. Heltemes2, L. W. Orvolda and Burton B. Barra 
Lee, a hard red spring wheat, was the leading variety of wheat grown 
in North Dakota in 1954, according to a wheat varieties survey made by 
the North Dakota Crop Reporting Service in cooperation with the Field 
Crops Research Branch of the Agricultural Research Administration. 
Mida, the leading variety five years ago, ranked second in 1954 while 
Mindum,.Thatcher, and Rushmore followed in order. Five years ago the 
principal varieties were, in order, Mida, Thatcher, Stewart, Rival and 
Mindum. The hard red spring wheat class occupied 81.1 per cent of the 
state's total wheat acreage and durum, including red durum, accounted for 
17.7 per cent compared with 72.1 and 27.8 respectively in 1949. 
The four leading hard red spring varieties in North Dakota in 1954 
were Lee, Mida, Thatcher, and Rushmore. They occupied 66.8 per cent of 
the total wheat acreage in the state. Mindum, with 13.0 of the state's 
acreage, w"as the leading durum variety. 
Lee, a new variety introduced a few years ago, was grown on 31.7 
per cent of the state's total wheat acreage in 1954. It was the predominant 
hard red spring variety in all sections of the state except the northwest 
and west central counties where it ranked second, and the southwestern 
sections, where it ranked fifth. 
Mida, the leading variety in the late 1940's and early 1950's, ranked 
second m importance, occupying 13.8 per cent of the total wheat acreage 
m the state. In 1949 Mida accounted for 31.9 per cent of the state's wheat 
acreage. The acreage of Mida decreased sharply in 1954, as it proved suscep-
tible to Race 15B black stem rust. In 1954 Mida was the leading variety 
only m the southwestern counties. 
Thatcher, the third most important hard spring wheat variety, 
accounted for 10.9 per cent of the total wheat acreage and was the leading 
variety in the extreme northwest and west central districts and ranked 
second m the south central and third in the southwest. 
Rushmore, the fourth leading hard spring wheat variety, accounted 
ior 10.4 per cent of the state's total wheat acreage. Rushmore is a com-
paratively new variety and was unknown in the state in 1949. While Rush-
more was not the leading variety in any district, it accounted for sizeable 
K ? P ° . r t l o n s 13> t J?e southern and east central sections of the state. It ranked 
f i f th m popularity among all wheats. 
Other varieties of hard red spring wheat grown in the state in 1954 
were as follows: Rival, 4.4 per cent; Cadet, 2.9 per cent; Rescue, 2.6 per 
cent; Redman, 1.3 per cent; Pilot, 0.8 per cent; Regent, 0.6 per cent and 
other 1.7 per cent. 
Hard Red Winter Wheat and unknown varieties occupied 1.2 per cent 
of the all wheat acreage in 1954, compared with 0.1 per cent in 1949. 
DURUM 
North Dakota leads all states in the growing of durum wheat, account-
ing for 94.1 per cent of the nation's durum acreage planted in 1954. 
Mindum was the chief variety with 13.0 per cent of the total all wheat 
acreage, followed by Stewart, with 2.7 per cent and Vernum with 1.0 per 
cent. Five years ago Stewart was the leading variety, having been intro-
duced m 1944, and occupied 10.4 per cent of the state's total wheat acreage 
in 1949. In 1954 Mindum was the leading variety in all the major durum 
growing sections and Stewart ranked second. Kubanka accounted for 0.7 
per cent of all wheat. Unknown varieties totaled only 0.3 per cent. 
'T.his federal census of grain varieties i s made each f i v e years, and this report con-
trasting, percentagewise, wheat varieties grown in North Dakota in 1949 and 1954 has 
just been completed by the Agricultural Marketing Service. '
»Agricultural Statistician in charge. North Dakota of f ice of the U. S. Agricultural Mar-
keting Service (formerly BAE). 3Agricultural Statistician, U. S. Agricultural Marketing Service. 
TABLE I.—North Dakota Wheat Varieties: Percentage Distribution of Acreage Seeded in North Dakota for harvest in 1954. 
North 
west 
Crop Repor t ing Districts—1954 
Nor th 
Cen-





t r a l 
Hard Bed Spring 97.1 65.5 46.6 
Lee ~~ 23.7 26.8 33.3 
Mida 11.9 16.7 4.9 
Thatcher 32.4 3.8 0.1 
Rushmore ... - - 6.9 7.2 5.9 
Rival - 0.8 6.4 0.8 
Cadet 0.2 1.2 
Rescue 10.2 .2 
Redman 3.2 1.3 0.5 
Pilot 0.2 
Regent .._ 0.2 0.2 
Other 2.6 1.7 0.9 
Durum 2.4 32.8 51.5 
Mindum - 0.2 21.6 44.0 
Stewart - 0.9 8.3 4.7 
Vernum 0.4 1.1 1.0 
Kubanka — 1.6 1.0 
Other 0.9 0.2 0.8 
Hard Red Winter 
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1954 Durum and Hard Wheat Production 
In North Dakota by Counties, in Bushels 
County Durum 
Adams - 3,135 












Eddy - 63,173 
Emmons —.- 6 
Foster 32,557 
Golden Valley 
















Pembina : 100,251 
Pierce 117,434 
Ramsey 239,769 
Ransom - 55,708 
Renville - 16,558 
Richland - 24,421 
Rolette 301,696 
Sargent - .. 120,126 





Stutsman — 19,010 
Towner ___•_ 490,814 
Traill - - - 8,345 
Walsh - 312,684 
Ward 48,951 
Wells 144.470 
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